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Some changes come in 

like tidal waves and 

others percolate slowly, 

bubbling up here and 

there until you notice a 

new shape taking form. 

In the MMRG office, it 

feels much like we are 

finally waking up out of 

the long winter of COVID (metaphorically at least) and into the 

abundant spring of our organizational growth. New shoots are 

taking root everywhere across our programs and we are eager to 

nurture them all as the new footprint of our growing 

organization evolves.

MMRG is currently engaged in the largest number of land 

projects in our history and more opportunities are popping up 

around us all the time. By the close of 2023, MMRG is on track to 

complete six conservation projects for a total of nearly 600 

protected acres of land across our region. These successes 

include both publicly and privately owned lands, parcels across 

our region from Ossipee to Milton, and diverse ecosystems 

protected from the Great Meadow wetlands complex to prime 

early successional forest wildlife habitat.  We feel more excited 

than ever about the work we are doing and we are grateful to 

our many supporters, both individuals and partner 

organizations, who strengthen our efforts. To learn more about 
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our ongoing land projects, see the story on 

page 8! 

We are also excited to share in the success of 

our 2022 events and programs. Thanks to all of 

you: our supporters, sponsors, volunteers and 

participants, MMRG enjoyed one of the highest 

attended WWW Festivals in our history and a 

robust calendar of events including a trail cam 

workshop, birding opportunities and forestry 

walks. Your engagement in our events builds 

strong organizational partnerships, spreads our 

work within the local community, provides 

valuable learning opportunities for those of all 

ages in our region and supports our vision of 

inspiring a dedicated, educated community of 

local conservationists. Looking ahead, our 2023 

calendar is bursting with new events such as a 

community sky watch, a woodcock walk and 

other birding events, and numerous 

opportunities to visit our conserved lands with 

local professionals and experts. We can?t wait to 

see you there! To keep tabs on our upcoming 

events, visit our online calendar at 

www.m m rgnh.org/event s

While the mood is very much celebratory, it is 

not a time for rest? there is much work to be 

done! As we continue to grow and explore new 

paths, we need your support, participation and 

volunteerism more than ever. 

There are many ways you can help us reach our 

goals. 

1. Please consider  m ak ing a 

t ax-deduct ible donat ion t o MMRG or 

to a specific land project in support of 

our work. Increased land conservation 

also means increased competition for 

grant funding and a greater need for 

project support.  We are pleased to offer 

a matching opportunity from a generous 

community member - any gif t  received 

bet ween Decem ber  1st  and January 

1st  w il l  be doubled, up t o $7,500 t ot al.

2. Follow along with our events calendar 

and join us at  an upcom ing event - and 

br ing a f r iend! The more people who 

engage in our work, the more our work 

takes root in our communities. 

3. Finally, consider  t he donat ion of  your  

t im e as an event  volunt eer , land 

st eward or  as a com m it t ee or  Board 

m em ber . We need your help and 

experience to be the best organization 

we can be!

We wish you a restful and joy-filled winter 

season. We look forward to continuing to share 

our work with you, to connect with you at 

events and to thank you for your dedication to 

our shared mission: permanently conserving 

the special landscapes in our local communities 

for the benefit of the environment and the 

people sharing in it.

Yours in Conservation,

Jill Eldredge, Executive Director

Jillian Eldredge

By the close of 2023, MMRG is on 
track to complete six conservation 
projects for a total of nearly 600 
protected acres of land across our 
region. 
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Conservationist of the Year: 
Carl Siemon Family Charitable Trust

At MMRG's annual meeting this September, our Conservationist of the Year award was given 
to the Carl Siemon Family Charitable Trust. The Board of Directors decided to award the 
Trust in recognition of their incredible partnership as we navigated some unexpected 
changes to one of our most anticipated 
projects, the Teneriffe Mountain Forest. 
Thanks to their help, MMRG looks forward 
to completing the final purchase early next 
year and continuing with our plans for the 
Teneriffe Mountain Forest!

In addition to their project support, the 
Trust has been a dedicated Underwriter of 
the Woods, Water and Wildlife Festival for 
some years. The Trust is as committed to 
land conservation as we are, and we are 
extremely grateful for their support. Jared Kane (left) and Cynthia Wyatt (right) received 

the award from Executive Director Jill Eldredge.

Save the Date! 
February 11 or  18 (snow dat e): Volunteer 
Appreciation Breakfast

May 20: Branch River Paddle

August  12: Woods, Water and Wildlife Festival 

Fam ily and Com m unit y Event s

MOOSE-ie Sledding and Showshoeing

MOOSE-ie Ponding 

Community Starwatch

Indigenous Storytelling with Indigenous NH

MOOSE-ie Bonfire 

Workshops and Trail Walks

Branch Hill Farm Apple Grafting

Woodcock Walkabout 

Rail Trail Birdwalk 

Bobolink Walk 

Watch Out  For  Upcoming Events in 2023, Including...
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Welcoming Off ice Manager  Ast r id Wielens

Please join us in welcoming our newest staff 

member, Astrid Wielens! We are thrilled to add 

Astrid to our team, and know that her many 

skills and lengthy experience will help the 

organization build our capacity and improve 

existing systems. 

Executive Director Jill Eldredge said, ?We know 

Astrid will be a true asset. Her depth of 

experience, knowledge of non-profit 

management and thoughtfulness will assist us 

in building the kinds of processes needed to 

achieve our mission.?

Astrid was the founder and Executive Director 

of Zebra Crossings in Dover, NH, a local 

nonprofit which provides year-round, specialty 

programs for children with medical conditions. 

She grew especially interested in land 

conservation after joining the 2015 class of 

Leadership Seacoast, a program engaging 

community members in issues that affect their 

region, later deciding to change careers.

Growing up in the Netherlands, Astrid came to 

New Hampshire for a year abroad as a young 

adult and quickly fell in love with the state?s 

natural beauty. An avid hiker and outdoor 

enthusiast, Astrid loves New Hampshire's 

natural beauty and spends much of her free 

time in nature. She enjoys all kinds of outdoor 

recreation, including snowshoeing in the 

Moose Mountains, as well as biking and 

kayaking. 

In her new role at MMRG, Astrid is most 

excited for the wide variety of responsibilit ies 

she will carry out to support the organization?s 

mission while learning about land 

conservation. She also looks forward to 

opportunities to meet the local community 

and members that MMRG engages, and 

recently attended this year?s Woods, Water 

and Wildlife Festival.

?Being part of the Woods, Water and Wildlife 

Festival in my first month, was a great 

experience to connect with passionate 

volunteers, landowners and the community,? 

she said.

We are grateful for the many contributions 

Astrid has already brought to the team - 

welcome aboard!

Cont act  Ast r id at :

ast r id@m m rgnh.org

603-473-2020, ext . 0



Hundreds Attend the 
Woods, Water, and Wildlife 
Festival 

In August, MMRG hosted its much anticipated 

annual Woods, Water, and Wildlife Festival at 

the scenic Branch Hill Farm in Milton Mills, NH. 

The Festival is an extremely popular local 

favorite, and this year was no exception, with 

nearly 450 people joining the festivities! Each 

year, the Festival offers interactive activities 

and learning experiences for all ages about 

New Hampshire?s many natural resources. 

Cheryl Giguere, Festival volunteer and 

planning committee member, said:? This year?s 

WWW Festival was a wonderful success.  How 

exciting it was to see children and adults 

learning about and exploring the natural 

world around them here in NH.  We are so 

lucky to be able to come together with Branch 

Hill Farm and the over 100 volunteers and 

presenters who made this possible ?  we 

couldn?t do it without their tremendous 

support. ?

Many favorite activities from past years 

returned, including the extremely popular live 

presentation by Squam Lakes Natural Science 

Center, highlighting their work rescuing and 

rehabilitating native animal species. Children 

enjoyed fishing in the Branch Hill Farm pond, 

guided by NH Fish and Game?s ?Let?s Go 

Fishing? program. Families had the 

opportunity to visit farm animals while 

learning about local sustainable agriculture 

methods, and kids enjoyed chances to make 

nature crafts like DIY painted tree cookies. 

Local organizations and businesses hosted 

booths that offered information and activities 

for both adults and children, including UNH 
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Extension, the Carroll County Conservation 

District, Lonach Farm, and more. 

MMRG Executive Director Jillian Eldredge 

added, ?It was very gratifying to see a return to 

many of our pre-COVID activities, including 

food, face painting and hayrides. Many 

parents expressed to me during the day that 

they were so happy to have an event like this 

to share with their families, and that really 

made the effort of the day worthwhile.?

Our 2022 Festival Underwriters were the 

Siemon Company, and Branch Hill Farm/Carl 

Siemon Family Charitable Trust. This year 's 

many sponsors included: Wentworth Hunt 

Club, D.F. Richard Energy, Carl & Beth Ann 

Siemon, Hank & Junko Siemon, Cynthia Wyatt, 

Beverly Siemon, Janet Wyatt, Philip Zaeder, 

Margarete Hays Dombrower, Bruce and 

Jennifer Rich, Mary Ulinski, The Frank Massin 

Agency, Inc., Broadview Veterinary Group, 

Profile Bank, Great East Lake Improvement 

Association, EOS Research, Ltd., Land Bank of 

Wolfeboro-Tuftonboro, Meredith Village 

Savings Bank, Devonshire Realty, LLC, Jay 

Fortune Custom Carpentry, Evergreen Valley 

Snowmobile Club, The Music Mill, MRP 

Manufacturing LLC, Eastern Propane, Norway 

Plains Associates, Farmington Fish & Game 

Club, Three Ponds Protective Association, 

Birds & Beans Coffee, McKenzie?s Farm, 

ReVision Energy, Moreno Forestry Associates, 

DiPrizio GMC Trucks, Inc., Don and Gail Holm, 

Robert & Linda Crootof, David Levin & Marty 

Conant, Art & Lynne Slocum, Mariko Yamasaki 

& Gary Getchell, Sue Marique, Lorrie Drake, 

Peg Hurd, Milton Hardware RW Health & 

Employee Benefits, Proulx Oil & Propane, Kam 

Damtoft & Darrell Ford, Gregg & Mary Poston, 

Jim & Carole Matthew, Sharon & Dave Buttrick, 

and Bob & Michelle Craycraft. Thank you all!

We also want to thank Kate Wilcox and Meag 

Poirer for providing photographs of the event!
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Our Volunteer of the Year Award was given 

to Cindy Barstow, a long time land steward 

with MMRG who has helped monitor our 

Split Rock Conservation Easement and 

Snow Family Conservation Easement. 

Cindy is passionate about protecting land, 

and especially enjoys completing land 

steward work in the winter where she can 

search for animal tracks. She also enjoys 

attending the events we host, and 

interacting with others who are equally as 

passionate about the region's natural 

resources. She began monitoring for 

MMRG after attending a snowshoe event 

and hearing from Patty, our former 

Executive Director, that monitoring 

volunteers were difficult to find.

"Being a monitor means you get to wander 

around some of the best properties in the 

surrounding towns," she said, "Properties 

specifically chosen for their benefits to 

improving area water quality and wildlife 

habitat. Most everyone thinks getting 

outside is a good idea, but sometimes you 

just need that litt le extra push."

We are incredibly grateful to Cindy's work 

monitoring our properties. Her diligent 

efforts have allowed us to uphold our 

easement responsibilit ies - fulfilling one of 

our most important duties as a land trust 

Cindy encouraged community members to 

try it out, and said, "When you become a 

monitor, employees at MMRG, as well as 

amazing, experienced volunteers, work 

with you until you feel comfortable on that 

property. They will teach you everything 

you need to fulfill your responsibilit ies as a 

steward. If you enjoy the outdoors, try 

being a monitor." 

Int erest ed in volunt eer ing w it h MMRG 

as a land m onit or? Send our Land Agent, 

Veronica Bodge, an email at 

veronica@m m rgnh.org

Volunteer of the Year: Cindy Barstow
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Upcoming Conserved 
Lands in Ossipee and 
Tuftonboro 

We are thrilled to announce that work has 

officially begun on two new conservation 

easements in Ossipee and Tuftonboro! These 

easements will conserve up to 275 acres of 

valuable natural resource areas. These 

properties are in close proximity to each 

other, creating a broad wildlife corridor 

and making measurable progress on 

achieving our Greenway Vision. 

Each easement includes high-value 

conservation land featuring prime soils, 

mature forests, and important wetland 

habitat. Two of these will remain in private 

ownership, while the third is an exciting 

expansion of the Great Meadow in 

partnership with the Town of Tuftonboro! We 

are excited to continue to expand our reach 

towards Ossipee and Tuftonboro after last 

year 's merger with the Dan Hole Pond 

Watershed Trust. 

We are currently raising funds to help us 

conserve these lands from generous  

supporters like you. Donating today helps 

ensure the perpetual protection of these 

connected lands while building important 

wildlife and resource corridors. Donations are 

tax-deductible and assist with project-related 

expenses such as transaction and legal fees, 

due diligence and stewardship endowments. 

We appreciate your investment in the 

permanent protection of the beautiful wild 

landscapes we cherish so deeply. 

Stay tuned for information in the Spring about 

two additional land projects in Milton, NH!

Scan t his QR code w it h 
your  phone t o view  m aps 
of  t he new proper t ies in 
Ossipee and Tuf t onboro!
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2022 Annual Meeting: 
A Celebration of Our 
Community

Moose Mountains Regional 

Greenways? latest annual meeting 

occurred on September 11, 2022 at 

the beautiful Camp Sentinel in 

Tuftonboro, NH. This was a chance 

for friends and supporters to gather 

together in celebration of our 

communities, our recent 

conservation successes, and the 

picturesque rural landscapes that 

make our region truly special. 

Dr. John Aber was our featured speaker this 

year ? Dr. Aber has a long and storied career 

in academia, focusing on the many ecosystem 

benefits of established woodlands and how 

climate change affects our forests. Currently, 

Dr. Aber is a retired University Professor 

Emeritus at the University of New Hampshire, 

and he also publishes online popular science 

articles about weather and climate. 

Executive Director Jillian Eldredge offered 

remarks at the annual meeting in appreciation 

of our many volunteers and supporters, 

without whom our work would not be 

possible. This includes our ever-dedicated 

Board of Directors and the committees that 

define and hone our strategies. Our newest 

staff members, Veronica Bodge and Astrid 

Wielens, were also introduced to members at 

the meeting. 

We were thrilled to present two awards at the 

event. The first is our Volunteer of the Year 

award, which was given to the very deserving 

Cindy Barstow, a long-time land steward 

volunteer with MMRG. Our second award, 

Conservationist of the Year, was awarded to 

the Carl Siemon Family Charitable Trust in 

recognition of their longtime allyship.  

This was a perfect time to celebrate and 

connect with each other - we were pleased to 

share and celebrate our progress this year 

towards our mission, and are already looking 

forward to planning for a fruitful 2023. 

Dr. John Aber presents at the 2022 Annual Meeting.
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Art Slocum Retires from 
MMRG's Board

After many years of committed board service, it 

is with bittersweet feelings that we announce 

the retirement of Art Slocum from Moose 

Mountains Regional Greenways? Board of 

Directors. 

During his many years of dedicated service, Art 

was instrumental in many of our public 

outreach and 

fundraising efforts. He 

was Chair of the Board 

when the decision was 

made for MMRG to 

become an official land 

trust, was involved in 

important steps to grow 

the burgeoning 

organization, and was 

an early proponent of 

strengthening our 

community presence 

through print and social 

media.  

Ever modest, Art credits 

much of his work to 

inspiration he received 

from seeing the dedication and generosity of 

others within the organization and the broader 

community. ?When I consider the ?extra? work 

that our MMRG community donates in time 

and talent in addition to their daily lives, I know 

that the towns we serve are so much better for 

having a strong nonprofit like MMRG,? he said 

Executive Director Jill Eldredge is quick to 

describe Art?s Board service with a smile. "He 

had the rare quality of being extremely well 

organized and able to keep things moving 

along while also being someone that everyone 

really enjoys being around and talking to. He 

was always first to get out the meeting agenda, 

but also first with a joke. His presence in the 

organization will really be missed.?

After retiring from a sales career, Art and his 

wife, Lynne, spent their time hiking, kayaking 

and sightseeing New 

Hampshire?s natural 

landscapes. The desire 

to protect these outdoor 

recreation opportunities 

for future generations 

was the catalyst to his 

conservation efforts.

?Conservation is a gift 

that we give to our 

Towns right now but it 

also provides a legacy 

for those who will live in 

our area in the future in 

the form of scenic views, 

recreation, water quality, 

wildlife habitat and 

environmental 

education,? he said. 

While we are sad to see Art leave MMRG?s 

Board, we are happy that he will continue 

working to protect our region?s wonderful 

natural resources and landscapes through his 

additional affiliations, while looking forward to 

the next generation to carry the torch.

Art Slocum (left) smiles with Steve Panish (right) 
at the Woods, Water and Wildlife Festival.



Event Highlights -  Thank You for Coming!

Winter Wonderland at  
Branch Hill Farm

Donate Today to Support Our Work
Moose Mountains Regional Greenways is a 501(c)(3)not for profit 

organization ? we rely on the support of our community to conserve new 

land, host educational events, and advocate for protection of natural 

resources. Your  suppor t  helps t o ensures t he prot ect ion of  our  region's 

m ost  f ragile and cher ished landscapes. 

Donate online at 

www.mmrgnh.org/donate/

Prefer to donate by check? Checks 

should be made payable to Moose 

Mountains Regional Greenways and 

mailed to: 

Moose Mountains Regional Greenways

PO Box 191

Union, NH 03887 

Thank you for your contribution!

Nat ive Brook Trout

Scan Code to
Donate Online

Hawk Watch with Scot t  Weidensaul

2022 Annual Meet ing

Birding for Bobolinks

Thanks t o a generous 
m at ch by a com m unit y 

m em ber , any gif t  
received bet ween 
Decem ber  1st  and 
January 1st  w il l  be 

doubled, up t o $7,500 in 
t ot al donat ions!  



254 Main St reet   - PO Box 109, Union, NH 03887

To conserve key natural resource areas in our New Hampshire 
communities and connect them within a permanently protected 
network of greenways and open space for today and tomorrow.

www.m m rgnh.org         greenways@m m rgnh.org         603-473-2020
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