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Dear Friends and Members of MMRG,

As you know, Moose Mountains Regional 

Greenways’ (MMRG) 20-year celebratory 

Annual Meeting was cancelled because of 

the Covid-19 virus. As founding member 

of the organization, I was scheduled to 

present a slide show retrospective of 

MMRG, which I have now distilled into this 

article to impart MMRG’s 20-year success 

story. Knowing where we came from will 

help guide us on our path forward.

To begin, I’m going to take us back 30 

years to 1990 when only 0.8% of lands 

in what is now the Moose Mountains 

Region was in conservation. The following 

year, my father Carl Siemon doubled 

the conserved land in the region with 

his donation to the Forest Society of a 

conservation easement on 1,500 acres of 

Branch Hill Farm’s working forest and hay 

fields in Milton Mills. At the time, this was 

the largest easement in southeastern NH, 

and the third largest in the state. The same 

year, I moved to NH with my husband and 

eight- year old twins to help my father 

manage Branch Hill Farm (BHF). I had the 

pleasure of working with my father for 

the ensuing 10 years. During this time, 

we more than doubled Branch Hill Farm’s 

conserved properties to 3,000 acres. 

In 1999, our forester Roger Leighton 

informed my Dad and me about a new 

land trust to the south, called Bear Paw 

Regional Greenways. Bear Paw’s mission 

was and is “to permanently conserve 

a network of lands that protects our 

region’s water, wildlife habitat, forests, 

Continued on page 9

http://www.mmrg.info
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From the Executive Director
Dear Members and Friends,

I’m glad to be sharing this message with 

all of you in my first newsletter as part 

of the MMRG team and in my first weeks 

back from my maternity leave. During this 

special time with my son, I had the rare 

opportunity both to reflect on this new 

world we find ourselves in as well as the 

integral role which conservation efforts 

continue to play in our lives during these 

challenging times.

The delivery of our son was timed such 

that we came home to a completely 

different reality of day-to-day living. As the 

spring thaw slowly came and went and 

the skunk cabbage rose in the wetlands, 

so came our desire to get ‘out and about’ 

with our new family member. ‘Out and 

about,’ however, did not include any of 

the myriad activities and support groups 

I had arranged for myself. Those were all 

gone with the ever-more-dire evening 

news reports. What remained were the 

conserved lands in and around our home.

These special, conserved places became 

the new cornerstones of our community. 

They were the only places we felt safe to 

take our new son out into a different and 

dangerous-feeling world. They were the 

first place we ran into anyone we knew- 

an acquaintance and former volunteer 

who, oddly, was the first person to meet 

our child. They were the last place we said 

a distanced goodbye to our friends of over 

15 years, who introduced my husband 

and I, as they departed for their new life 

in the southern US. Local trails were no 
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longer just the stunning backdrops 

of our recreational pursuits (though 

they are still that!), they had become 

our community center, our church 

and our dining room table. As we 

watched the wider world adjust, 

conserved lands were now, more 

than ever, serving as classrooms, 

offices and above all, havens for 

those using them.

As our family did, so many of us in 

these uncertain times have turned 

back to our local, natural worlds to 

meet our needs for safety, comfort, 

community and so much more. 

Their immense value at the personal 

and community level has never 

been more apparent. Wherever 

it is that you recreate or gather 

outdoors, please consider the work 

of organizations like MMRG, the 

towns we serve and the individuals 

who dedicated themselves to making 

it available to you, in perpetuity and 

even through pandemic.

As we continue on through the 

pandemic, know that Moose 

Mountains Regional Greenways 

is taking every precaution to keep 

its Board, staff, members and the 

public safe. In the coming months 

we will work to lead you in knowing 

and safely exploring our local lands 

through digital and distanced events. 

As always, we will also continue to 

work tirelessly towards the further 

conservation of lands in our region. 

Towards this end, we encourage 

you to engage with our new WWW 

Explorers Club, which is a series of 

self-paced and guided learning and 

recreational activities that can be 

completed at home and on MMRG 

properties. We hope that you will 

join us in these new efforts through 

your membership, participation, 

volunteerism and financial support.

Yours in Conservation, 

Jillian Eldredge, Ed.M. 

Executive Director, Moose Mountains 

Regional Greenways

MMRG is proud to announce the Woods, Water & Wildlife Explorers Club!

Free for all to participate, the Explorers Club is a series 

of self-guided fun and educational activities that will 

run over the summer months, through September. 

With each completed activity, our Explorers will earn a 

stamp in their Passport, and more stamps equals more 

prizes. Activities include a self-guided walk around 

Branch Hill Farm; follow the stream with instructions 

for building an underwater viewer; backyard scavenger 

hunt; family fishing fun; and many more. 

We have other great news: Our 

very generous underwriters will 

continue to support us during 

this unprecedented journey 

into the fall and have offered 

to match donations for this 

new event. Please consider 

making a gift in support of our 

educational and community 

engagement work.

Learn more about the WWW 

Explorers Club on our website 

and be sure to tag us on social 

media using #wwwexplorers! 

For any additional information or 

questions, please reach out to our 

Education Coordinator, Kari Lygren, 

at mmrgnh@gmail.com.

We are playing it safe, but we are 

innovating and committing to engage you! In addition 

to our WWW Explorers Club, please head to our 

website for maps of local hikes on conserved lands and 

to try our ongoing virtual photo 

map challenge, all of which 

were created by volunteer Board 

member Peter Goodwin. 

Please stay tuned as we gear up 

for an exciting summer and fall 

season! MMRG will be sharing 

updates through emails, on our 

Website and on Facebook. We 

are still conserving land, and 

we’re still here for you and our 

community.

Artwork by Susan Foster Brown
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Tumbledown Dick landowner gets 
satisfaction from tree farming and 
conservation legacy
Landowner Stephen Snow has 

conserved his 325-acre tree farm 

on Tumbledown Dick in Brookfield, 

NH. MMRG holds the conservation 

easement, which forever protects 

the land from development and 

guarantees public access for non-

motorized, low impact recreation and 

hunting. The project was completed 

with grants from LCHIP and Moose 

Plate, and the generous donations 

of over 100 individuals as well as the 

landowner.

Stephen Snow acquired his first chain 

saw at age thirteen and paid his way 

through college with side jobs as a 

logger and arborist. He returned to 

these interests as an adult when he 

purchased the land on Tumbledown 

Dick, planning to use his free time 

to cultivate a tree farm there. At 

the same time, he had the idea to 

eventually conserve it, leaving it as 

a legacy. As Snow succinctly put 

it, “I wanted something to do and 

something to leave behind.”

Snow has carefully tended his tree 

farm with a view for its long term 

productivity. He has derived great 

personal satisfaction from watching 

the severely cut forest he purchased 

turn into healthy hardwood stands.

In addition to his focus on forest 

health and timber quality, Snow has 

worked to create wildlife habitat on 

his land. Many animals also make 

use of the grassy woods roads he 

created, including moose, which are 

declining in NH. These improvements 

were aided by funding and advice 

from NRCS, NH Fish & Game, and 

foresters Barry Keith and Richard 

Gerrard.

The value of Snow’s conservation 

easement extends beyond the 

boundaries of his land. The property 

is in close proximity to thousands 

of conserved acres, contributing 

to a growing greenway used by 

wildlife as they adapt to the changing 

climate. Snow’s land on the slope 

of Tumbledown Dick also provides 

critical lake watershed protection for 

both Lake Wentworth and Kingswood 

Lake.

Snow’s early vision to conserve his 

land was reinforced as he watched 

his sons enjoy camping, playing in 

the woods, hunting, and learning 

about the forest. As they grew, he 

taught them good forestry practices 

and then broadened his outreach 

to include Lakes Region Technical 

Center high school students and 

participants of workshops sponsored 

by MMRG, NRCS, NH Timberland 

Owners Association, and UNH 

Cooperative Extension. He intends to 

continue to offer such opportunities 

on his land, now that it is conserved.
Photo by Emily Lord
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Leary Field & Forest Conserved Forever
Bob and Debbie Leary of Farmington 

have placed 63 acres of the Leary 

Farm into conservation, expanding 

the area of their conserved forests 

and fields to 140 acres. MMRG 

worked with the landowners to 

complete the project and now holds 

the easement on the 63-acre portion. 

The project was completed with 

grants from NRCS, LCHIP, Moose 

Plate, the Farmington Conservation 

Commission, the Leary family and 

private donors. 

Bob Leary loves to tell the story of 

his family’s farm — he is the third 

generation to farm this beautiful 

property. It has changed purposes 

a few times, from subsistence 

farming, to dairy, and now Bob 

applies soil amendments and fights 

invasive species to preserve for 

future generations. “It’s a job”, he 

jokes, “that I didn’t apply for.” To 

do otherwise seems unthinkable to 

him, however. He likes to quote Sue 

Knight, formerly of NRCS, who once 

told him, “One hundred years from 

now, people will need a place to 

grow food.” 

Debbie is equally attached to the 

land. She collects sap and manages 

the website for their ‘Forty-to-One’ 

maple sugar business. Enjoying 

walking the fields, she had a 

memorable experience that she still 

loves to recount: a fisher streaked 

across her path, up a tree, and clung 

there chittering at her. “I talked to him 

for 10 minutes, until I finally decided 

to keep walking,” she says. 

The Leary’s woodlands also support 

roaming bear, bobcat, and moose, 

with fields providing important 

habitat for grassland-loving 

species, many of which have been 

declining in NH in recent years. 

The new conservation easement 

preserves these wildlife habitats, 

prime farmland soils, several historic 

sites, and public access to a couple 

of miles of woods roads for non-

motorized, low-impact recreation 

and hunting.

Bob’s father and older brother cared 

for this place their whole lives. 

He explains, “Dad used to say he 

could stand it if this land grew up 

to bushes, but would hate to see it 

grow houses.” Debbie adds, “And 

our son and daughter are absolutely 

supportive of it. They love to visit, 

to help with sugaring and go turkey 

hunting, which they will always be 

able to do.” Bob has an emotional 

connection to the land, revealed 

when he exclaims “I love this place. 

I always have, and I’ll talk to anyone 

about it anytime!” 

Photo by Virginia Long

Your donations to MMRG are essential  
in supporting our mission of conservation  

and community education. 
Please send your donation to MMRG at 

PO Box 191 Union, NH 03887 • (603) 473-2020  
or donate online at www.mmrg.info/donate/ 

Moose Mountains Regional Greenways is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization.

http://www.mmrg.info/donate/


6 Greenway Gazette

Woods, Water & Wildlife Explorers Club 
— Backyard Treasure Hunt!
A reflection by Amy Gardner, 
MMRG Office Manager

Today I had some time to spend with 

just my oldest child, a rarity for the 

last six years since his younger sibling 

came along. It’s always special when 

I can spend time alone with him, 

but now that he’s older, we can do 

so much more than when he was 

little. We decided to spend our time 

together doing the MMRG’s WWW 

Explorers Club Backyard Treasure 

Hunt.

Right away, we were able to find 

round rocks, straight things, and 

branches that looked like letters. 

The real surprise was when we were 

looking for something red — we 

found what I’m pretty sure are the 

last two ripe Alpine Strawberries in 

our yard. Red + seeds + it even had 

leaves that had been chewed by a 

bug. Triple score!

It was a muggy day, and quite 

overcast too, but we managed to see 

one little cloud that was lower than 

the rest and darker too. It had ears 

sticking up, a little round tail, and 

strong short legs underneath — a 

perfect little bunny.

We stopped to listen to the sounds 

around us, which are often drowned 

by the traffic on our street. Between 

each car that went by, though, the 

birds did not stop talking. I don’t 

know if you’ve noticed, but this 

seems to be a really awesome year 

for birds. We both listened for a while 

as these cheery notes floated past us 

— a moment in time to cherish our 

togetherness.

As we found our last few things on 

the list, we seemed to melt into 

nature — walking barefoot, being 

quiet, and drinking in the smells, 

sights, sounds, textures — and even 

tastes. I’m so glad that I’ve had this 

chance to enjoy nature with my son!

I hope you’ll join us in doing some 

of these Explorers Club activities! 

Sign up for free by going to our 

Explorers Club website: mmrg.info/

mmrg-in-action/explorers-club/. 

Just send in your waiver to get 

started to wwwexplorersclub@gmail.

com. Then you can print out all the 

different resources, send us pictures 

and tell us about your adventures 

as you experience them. We’ll keep 

track of what you’ve completed and 

your child has the opportunity win 

prizes! 

Learn more about the 
WWW Explorers Club 
at www.mmrg.info/
explorers-club.

Share your experiences 
with us on social media 
using #wwwexplorers! 
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MMRG Responds to COVID-19
Members may be wondering how 

MMRG is responding to current 

events and to the new realities of 

living with COVID-19. We wish 

to assure you that the important 

work of land conservation is still 

happening and that we are also 

taking every precaution to keep our 

Board, staff and members safe!

• In person events for the time 

being will be adults only with 

limited attendance. Masks and 

other social distancing practices 

will be required. 

• MMRG will continue to respond 

to ‘real-time’ information 

regarding COVID-19 risks. This 

means that our events policy 

may change over time or 

with short notice. MMRG staff 

and Board will communicate 

changes with members and 

participants.

• Staff are working mostly 

from home and while we are 

checking the mail and phone 

lines, e-mail is 

the fastest way 

to communicate 

with us.

• Conservation 

efforts have 

not subsided! 

MMRG staff 

and volunteers 

continue to 

work with local 

landowners and 

municipalities 

to conserve and 

steward lands.

How can YOU help?

Even in this time of limited in-person 

gatherings and events, there are ways 

that you can help MMRG during the 

COVID-19 crisis.

• Engage with us online by 

participating on our social 

media pages, signing up for 

the WWW Explorers Club and 

perusing our online resources.

• Visit an MMRG property! Maps 

and information about our 

properties are located on our 

website. Take a trip with your 

family and enjoy one of our 

locations. Please practice social 

distancing with other parties 

and share your photos on social 

media!

• Participate in the WWW 

Explorers Club! More 

information about the WWW 

Explorers Club is available in 

this newsletter and on our 

website. This is a great way to 

enjoy the outdoors with your 

loved ones!

• Conserve your land. Land 

conservation is still happening! 

If you are considering 

conservation as an option for 

your property, please be in 

touch with us.

• Volunteer your time. Even now, 

we need volunteers! MMRG has 

particular need for volunteers 

with experience in digital media, 

web design and education. 

• Make a donation. The loss of 

in-person events has created 

a significant revenue shortfall 

for MMRG. Please consider 

providing financial support for 

our work on behalf of your 

family or business. Donations 

are tax deductible and may be 

made securely online. 

• Know that we miss you. 

Connecting with our members 

is one of the most rewarding 

aspects of our 

work and we 

miss you dearly! 

We look forward 

to connecting 

with you digitally 

until we can 

meet together in 

person.

For specific and 

up-to-date COVID 

policies, please visit 

our website mmrg.info.

Eric Levesque and daughter Riley helped clean up roads in Brookfield on 
Earth Day and left full bags behind the Brookfield Town office.
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MMRG Communities Celebrated 
Earth Day with Roadside Cleanup
Mountains Regional Greenways 

(MMRG) celebrated the 50th 

anniversary of Earth Day with a 

community cleanup. It was different 

from a typical MMRG event, which 

usually features a small crowd of 

people gathered around a naturalist 

or forester, or taking a forest walk 

together. Instead, participants spread 

out on streets in their hometowns in 

order to keep safe social distances. 

People chose their own day and time 

to take part but all were part of the 

team effort to beautify their towns 

and neighborhoods by picking up 

roadside litter and trash.

“We were thrilled at the 

response,” exclaimed Kari 

Lygren, MMRG Educational 

Outreach Coordinator. 

“More than three dozen 

people participated over 

the course of several 

days. That matches the 

number attending many 

of our popular outings 

or workshops. Cleanup 

volunteers signed up from 

every one of the seven 

towns we serve.”

Participant feedback was 

positive and showed that 

people were pleased 

with what they had 

accomplished. Many 

submitted photos of the 

trash bags they filled, 

along with notes about 

the types of litter they 

found. Several people 

pointed out that they do this 

regularly, not just on Earth Day. 

Maureen Knepp remarked, “I try to 

maintain one mile of Kings Highway 

in New Durham. As a runner, I 

have to look at this [litter] as I 

train, running our roads. Instead of 

complaining about it, I do something 

about it!” Jill Palmisano had similar 

comments and suggested that the 

cleanup be a quarterly endeavor. 

Others, such as Rachel and John 

Towne in Milton Mills, expressed 

appreciation for neighbors who 

had already picked up their streets: 

“We were mostly beat out by Nancy 

Gauthier. Great job, Nancy!”

Several participants thanked MMRG 

for making it happen. Mary Ulinski of 

Sanbornville wrote, “Thanks to MMRG 

for your efforts heading up this much 

needed project to help keep our 

towns looking beautiful!”

The day was gratifying in other 

ways too. MMRG Board Chair 

Nicole Csiszer and her husband Jim 

Cowles picked up Mountain Road 

in Brookfield. Csiszer remarked, “We 

picked up two 13-gallon bags of 

trash. People stopped in 

their cars to thank us. And 

I got to meet neighbors I 

didn’t know.”

MMRG’s Earth 

Day cleanup was 

complemented by 

several parallel cleanup 

efforts. The Town of 

Milton Department of 

Public Works sponsored 

its own cleanup day on 

Saturday, April 25, in 

which the Town picked 

up full blue bags left 

along roadsides; families 

of Cub Scout Pack 155 

energetically joined in 

that effort. Branch Hill 

Farm coordinated a 

pick-up along Applebee 

Road in Milton Mills and 

filled approximately thirty 

bags. The Brookfield 

Conservation Commission Lia (left, daughter) and Jillian Darling after their Brackett Rd, 
Sanbornville cleanup
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and farmland.” This Greenway vision 

sparked my Dad’s and my interest to 

join Branch Hill Farm’s conservation 

lands with Bear Paw’s Greenway 

project. To pursue this vision, we 

reached out to founding members 

Phil Auger and Frank Mitchell, 

whom we knew in their capacity 

as Educators at UNH Cooperative 

Extension. Phil and Frank were 

happy to hear of our interest and 

agreed to visit us at the BHF office. 

During that meeting, however, they 

let us know that Bear Paw did not 

have the capacity to take on more 

territory beyond their established 

region. Instead they enthusiastically 

encouraged me to form a Greenway 

organization for our own region. 

I was so inspired by the vision of 

forever connected corridors of 

conserved lands that I contacted 

conservation commission members 

and other conservation-minded 

people of our six neighboring 

towns. A large group of interested 

community members started meeting 

in 1999. There was enough sustained 

enthusiasm and interest generated 

by the Greenway vision that the 

group authorized me to apply to 

the IRS to become a non-profit 

conservation organization. MMRG 

received its Determination Letter 

from the IRS in September of 2000 

— MOOSE MOUNTAINS REGIONAL 

GREENWAYS WAS BORN!!

I was grateful to see my Dad’s 

excitement about the formation of 

Moose Mountains Regional Greenway 

before he passed away in 2001. He 

was confident that MMRG’s work 

would ensure that his 3,000-acres 

would become part of, in his words: 

“forever greenways of forests, fields, 

wildlife, recreation, clean water and 

air. Perhaps these protected lands 

will inspire others to find ways to 

protect their lands – to keep New 

Hampshire, New Hampshire.”

One year later, in 2001, MMRG Board 

Member Star Kenyon informed the 

Board and Executive Director Brad 

Anderson about the 2,100-acre 

property near her home in Middleton 

that was being actively marketed for 

development. The listing described 

the property as “an excellent 

investment of 2,100 acres. Brooks 

and ponds, extensive interior road 

system, stunning views, varied 

terrain, frontage on paved town 

roads. 30 minutes to Portsmouth 

and ocean. This is the largest 

privately-owned tract of land close 

to the NH coast, Pease Trade Port, 

and Portsmouth.”

MMRG’s Board jumped on this 

opportunity and applied for a Forest 

Legacy Grant in the amount of $1 

million dollars to protect this large 

tract of unfragmented forestland. 

Four years later, MMRG celebrated 

the huge landscape-scale success 

of what is now the Forest Society’s 

Moose Mountains Reservation, 

centered in the heart of the Moose 

Mountains Region. This successful 

conservation outcome would 

not have been possible without 

local knowledge, without MMRG 

willingness to take quick action, 

and without the collaborative help 

and expertise of the Forest Society 

to finalize what evolved to be a $2 

million project. 

As Jack Savage, President of the 

Forest Society, past Chair of MMRG, 

and resident of Middleton, so 

aptly states: “My belief is that the 

Moose Mountains Range is the 

core, or hub, of our seven-town 

region, which spans from Lake 

Winnipesaukee to the Maine border. 

It offers everything that makes 

New Hampshire—wildlife habitat, 

working forest, multi-use recreation 

and beautiful views, all while 

protecting water resources reaching 

to the seacoast. We really do have a 

“Retrospective” from page 1

resurrected its traditional Earth 

Day cleanup, attracting a couple 

dozen participants, and the Town 

of Wolfeboro held a cleanup the 

following weekend. The positive 

effects even spread beyond MMRG’s 

region. Forester Charlie Moreno, a 

frequent MMRG workshop presenter, 

inspired a group of his neighbors in 

the town of Strafford to pick up litter 

on their roads as well.

MMRG, a non-profit land trust, 

works to conserve and connect 

important water resources, farm 

and forest lands, wildlife habitats, 

and recreational land in Brookfield, 

Farmington, Middleton, Milton, New 

Durham, Wakefield, and Wolfeboro. 

For more information, visit www.

mmrg.info. Branch Hill Farm/the Carl 

Siemon Family Charitable Trust works 

to protect open space and working 

forests and to educate the public 

about sound forestry, conservation 

and agricultural practices; see  

www.branchillfarm.org.

Continued on page 11



10 Greenway Gazette

Virginia Long Retires

MMRG wishes to celebrate the 

retirement of longtime supporter, 

staff member and volunteer, Virginia 

Long. Virginia first became a staff 

member to the organization in the 

summer of 2010 when she was 

hired as the Executive Director on 

an interim basis and, by that fall, as 

the fully fledged ED. During her five 

year tenure as ED, Virginia helped 

to facilitate MMRGs shift towards 

becoming a functioning land trust 

— a move which precipitated the 

flurry of conservation work which 

would lead to our first easement and 

continues to this day. She remained 

ED until 2015 when personal 

circumstances required her to cut her 

hours and take on a new role as the 

Development and Communications 

Director. In 2016, as Virginia pivoted 

towards her well-earned retirement, 

she further focused her work to 

communications as MMRG’s Public 

Relations Coordinator. Virginia is well 

known for her attention to detail 

and passion for conservation work. 

Many have met her in the service 

of her communications roles with 

MMRG as well as her leadership role 

in hosting the MMRG Birders Group. 

In reflecting on some of her more 

recent work with MMRG, Virginia 

notes that, “I have felt rewarded by 

my PR work interviewing and writing 

about our conservation landowners. 

I hope that the sharing of their 

stories and how they love their land 

has added to their satisfaction of 

conserving their land with MMRG. 

And I hope those stories will inspire 

others to do the same.” Virginia, we 

have enjoyed being part of your story 

and wish you well in your retirement. 

We hope to see you out on the 

birding trails!

MOOSE-IE News

In Remembrance of Fred Cann

It is with sadness that MMRG reports the passing of Alfred (Fred) Cann 

at the age of 93 this past June, 2020. Fred was a successful engineer 

during his working life but many here knew him as a storied musician 

with the Mooseketeers, having played at several past Woods, Water and 

Wildlife Festivals. In 2017, Fred worked together with MMRG to conserve 

149 acres of his land in Brookfield, creating the Split Rock Conservation 

Area. Fred always described this beautiful and diverse habitat area as a 

‘love letter’ to Edna, his late wife of 54 years. The parcel found its name 

from the many erratics found there and boasts abundant wildlife, forests 

and wetlands. It was the recent site of a series of wildlife tracking events 

in February 2020. The MMRG community mourns the loss of Mr. Cann 

but celebrates his life and continuing legacy through the protection of 

his beloved acreage. 

Fred (Right) playing with the Mooseketeers at a past Woods, Water, and  
Wildlife Festival.
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jewel worth protecting, and MMRG 

has been key to that conservation 

effort over the last 20 years.”

By 2014, MMRG had successfully 

facilitated 30 conservation projects, 

assisting landowners with the 

permanent protection of over 

4,500 acres of farms, forests, and 

wetlands. That year, MMRG’s Board 

decided that the Moose Mountains 

Region needed its own, home 

grown land trust, able and willing 

to hold land and easements in 

our region and to monitor them 

in perpetuity. In 2015, Judy and 

Ron Thompson entrusted MMRG 

with our first donated easement: a 

203-acre forever wild forest on the 

Thompson’s historic family property 

in Farmington. 

Since becoming a land trust 5 

years ago, MMRG has successfully 

completed 8 conservation projects 

totaling 3,143 acres, including the 

2,000-acre Birch Ridge Community 

Forest, a landscape-scale project 

overlooking Merrymeeting Lake 

in New Durham. This project was 

spearheaded by Southeast Land 

Trust (SELT). SELT now owns the 

Community Forest and MMRG holds 

the conservation easement. 

MMRG helped expand our regional 

conservation lands from less than 

one percent 30 years ago to nearly 

14% today. MMRG’s conservation 

properties combined with Branch 

Hill Farm properties total 11,000 

acres, accounting for 50% of 

conserved lands in the MMRG 

region. 

A vital part of MMRG’s success story 

are the many educational outreach 

programs that have drawn folks 

and families far and wide such 

as the Woods Water & Wildlife 

Festival, the Branch River Paddle, 

Forestry Workshops, and our 

MOOSIE Programs, many of which 

are collaborative events at Branch 

Hill Farm. Additionally, MMRG 

has provided our member towns 

with vital conservation tools such 

as the Blue Moon Environmental 

Assessment of Significant Wetlands 

and the dissemination of our recent 

Conservation Action Plan.

MMRG’s many successes would 

not be possible without our loyal 

members, our hard-working 

and dedicated board, staff, 

volunteers, and our partners: 

The Forest Society, SELT, NH 

Fish & Game, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, UNH 

Cooperative Extension, and our 

town Conservation Commissions. 

We must also acknowledge with 

profound appreciation the many 

landowners who made the decision 

to relinquish the highest and best 

value of their land in order to 

conserve them in perpetuity. 

I am thankful and honored to have 

been a part of MMRG’s 20-year 

conservation success story to 

help Keep New Hampshire New 

Hampshire.

Cynthia Wyatt, Managing Trustee,  

Branch Hill Farm/Carl Siemon 

Family Charitable Trust,  

Milton Mills, NH

Cynthia Wyatt Retires after 
20 years of service

MMRG would like to acknowledge 

and celebrate the retirement of 

its Founder and Board Member, 

Cynthia Wyatt! Cynthia’s vision and 

leadership over 20 years have been 

instrumental in building MMRG into 

the organization that it is today. Her 

dedication to her family legacy and a 

spirit of conservation started by her 

beloved father, Carl, have led to the 

conservation of thousands of acres 

between Moose Mountains Regional 

Greenways and Branch Hill Farm. 

Cynthia has always been a woman 

who is willing to take on mighty 

challenges and as the leader and 

founder of MMRG, she established 

our organization as one that has 

been often able to achieve outsize 

successes. We know that Cynthia will 

continue to be an inspiration for the 

organization and that her passion 

and enthusiasm for conservation 

and responsible stewardship will 

serve as a guiding light for our future 

work. From all of us, Cynthia, happy 

retirement!

“Retrospective” from page 9
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